Clinically defining and managing high-risk pediatric patients with acute lymphoblastic leukemia.
For children with acute lymphoblastic leukemia, the identification of those at higher risk of disease recurrence and modifying therapy based on this risk is a critical component to the provision of optimal care. The specific definitions of high-risk ALL vary across cooperative groups, but the themes are consistent, being largely based on leukemia biology and disease response. Intensification of conventional chemotherapy for those with high-risk disease has led to improved outcomes. It is anticipated that the development of rational targeted therapy for specific biologically unique subsets of children with leukemia will contribute to ongoing progress in improving the outcomes for children with acute lymphoblastic anemia.